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February 15, 1974 


CAN YOU SEE THE RESTORED CRU4N? 


by Rabbi Joseph Radinsky 


When I was in Israel 1 st month I heard a brilliant lecture by 


Rabbi Rabinowitz, the ead of Jews College in England. This lecture 


had basically as it's theme, 'What is the metaphysical meaning of 


the State of Israel or Why does the State of Israel mean so much to 


each of us"? He then quoted from the Talmud (Yoma 69 b) which 


questions why the lea1 ers of the Jewish people who returned to Israel 


after the Babylonian aptivity and who were grouped together in an Assembly 


were called the Men of the Great Assembly, What was so great about 


them? They had all t e problems which we have today if not more so, 


assimilation, intermarriage,'religious apathy and scorn for their 


heritage. Yet-they and not other leaders of more pious generations 


were called the Men of the Great-, Assembly. The Talmud answers this 


question by saying that Moshe when he prayed referred to God as the 


great, the mighty and awesome. Jeremiah on the other hand could not 


bring himself to refer to God as awesome. "Strangers are occupying 
• 


His Temple where then are His awesome deeds"? Daniel who lieved after 


Jeremiah could not bring himself to refer to God as mighty. 


"Strangers are oppressing His people where then are His mighty deeds"? 


The leaders of the Jewish people at the time of the return from the 


Babylonian captivity were called Great because they returned the crown 


to its ancient estate,'they permitted us once more to pray to the 


great, the mighty . and the awesome God. They by their actions allowed 
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us to see that "in thf face of fierce persecution by the nations 


His people had through His power survived". And not only had they 


survived but before t em was a brilliant future.] In our day too the 


rebirth of the State of Israel has caused the crown to be restored to 


its ancient estate, we too can now believe. Each of us now can if 


we want to see God's providence in history. We can now all have a 


brilliant future. Ha-Jrikva, the Hope, is not just a song; it gives 


hope to Jews throughout the whole world. 








March 1972 


HOW ARE YOUR DISTANCES? 


On Purim Day the family and I went on a tour to Bin Gedi via Jerusalem, Jericho, Quamean and 


the northwestern shore of the Dead Sea. Ein Gedi is located on the shores of the Dead Sea or 


,at least its lands are. The shore of the Dead Sea in that area still smells of sulphur and 


the Biblical account of the destruction of Sodom and Gommorah by fire and brimstone (sulphur) 


is still very vivid. The settlement of Ein Gedi is set back a little on an overlooking hill 


and draws its water from the famous beautiful Mahal David with its refreshing pool and waterfa 


David fled to Ein Gedi when Saul turned ugly and tried to kill him, and thus the pool and gorg 


are named after him. Standing there I was suddenly struck by the really short distance which 


separates the heights of Jerusalem from the depths of the Dead Sea. Jerusalem the symbol of t 


heavenly, the pure, the refined is really only a short distance from the barren, sulphurous 


Dead Sea, the lowest place on earth. In fact, from some places in Jerusalem you can see the 


Yekuclak 
Dead Sea. The climb up from the Dead Sea to Jerusalem is very rough. The Midbar yolexpeh with 


its rugged terrain looks just like the Wild West with its steep canyons and gorges. A Wadi 


isn't just a dry river bed it's a deep canyon with steep walls. The climb up from a lower 


bevel existence to a higher level one is a hard task. To go up to Jerusalem is arduos busines 


But the descent can be managed much easier. And the distance really isn't very great. This 


unfortunately is a lesson which our generation seems to have forgotten. It takes a lot of wor 


and effort to try to live the good and moral life and it requires constant vigilance. Just gi 


up for a little while and take the easier paths and soon you'll find you have traversed the 


really short distance to the depths of human behavior. Of course, there is a saving feature. 


Even in the depths of the world there is an gin Gedi. And if a person wants he can even there 


find the proper nourishment and make his way back up to the heights. Let no one make the 


mistake of thinking that because he's in the depth he is doomed to stay there forever. Pesach 


too I believe, has something of this same message. By our efforts to expunge the Chometz 


from our homes (which in this context has the constation of human weakness and failings) we 


testify to the fact that we-can overcome our moral deficiencies and that we can make it back 


up to the heights where we belong. We also say that if we don't periodically look at our 


failings we can too fall very quickly to the depths. We all periodically have to check our 
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distances. May you all have a Happy and Meaningful Pesach and may all your Distances be close 


to Jerusalem. 








MO: YULE FIRES BURNED ,oUT? 


Rabbi Joseph hadinsky 
May 15, 1970 


Lag BoOmer, the 83rd day in . the'counting of the avers  which always falls on the 


18th day of lyar, is the lonsteppy,:joyoup day between tesech and Shavous. On this 


day, according to traditions:Me terrib1SPlageewhieh devastated the students of 


Rabti ikiva who were fidhting under the leadership of Bar Kochba in the last big 


revolt against Rome, ceased. also according to tradition this is the day upon 


which Simeon Ehr Yochai, one of the most Shamus of Rabbi Akivals disciples, died. 


In Urea leg 8 0 6ver is celebrated in a very peculiar way. on this day bonfires 


arc lit and everyone sinv and dances around them until either the fires go out or 


they ere overcome with fatigue. 


Mot a strange way to celebrate this holiday. Tradition has it that on the day he 


died, Rabbi Simeon Ehr Yochails bedside was suitemnded by a brilliant flame which 


radicted throughout his home until the moment he died. In comemoration of t is 


it bccome customery to lijit bonfires, But, uty should this be so? Rabbi Simeon 


Bar Yochai is not the only personnlity whose presence was said to have radiated 


warmth nnd light. This is explicitly said of Moshe in the table and yet this is in 


no loy caremcmted. 


It seems to me thnt the tradition of Rabbi Simeon Bar Yochails radiant ponlionality and 


the terrible cat%stroliw which overtook the Jewish people in his generation are relate-


ed. Because of the terrible sufferings they endured many people had lost their cape 


acity to feel. (The fire within then had burned out, 'They existed but Mary could not 


feel. Rals1 Simeon 1ki Yochai who suffered more than most in that generation, having 


had to spend seventeen years hiding in a oave, wao able to restore their capacity to 


feel, tfter him the numbness of the eatastrophy lessened, thefires begen to burn. 


Unfortunately, there ere too mnAY People for whom life is dull and meengless. Their 


fires have burned out. To them the holiday of Lag Betimes speaks. Whatever your 


problems, whatever your feare, neverlit your fires bo out. Perhaps this is idat 


the students are talking about rather than other things then they talk about the 


need to Garet  to be concerned, to be conanted. 
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Rabbi Joseph Radinsky 


It is a pleasure to be here today in Omaha, Nebraska, and especially to 


be introduced by my daughter. I was never introduced by my daughter before, 


and I must tell you that it is a very special feeling. Of course, my 


Devora1,1 my daughter, is a very special person. I feel very close to Omaha 


since my mother used to come here in the 1960's to help organize the American 


Women Mizrachi Chapters here. Also, I have known about Omaha for many 


many years from Rabbi Nadoff. I, too, echo the sentiments of previous 


speakers saying how wonderful a man Rabbi Nadoff was. We attended the 


same yeshiva, although he was a few years ahead of me. We always met 


once a year at the convention of the Rabbinical Council of America, and 


he was a wonderful man who did so much good, not just here in Omaha but 


throughout the Jewish world. He was a rabbi's rabbi. Not only did he 


do good in Omaha but he did so much good in othersphaces that you do not 


even hear about and do not even know about. We are all going to miss 


him. He was a wonderful, kind, compassionate, caring, learned human being. 


There are not many like him. 


I am happy to be here today because, as you all know, Mizrachi was the 


first women's liberation organization in the world, the first women's 


lib organization in the world. Actually, the M. Rachi changed its name 


to AMIT Women when women's lib became popular. We all know that American 


Mizrachi Women was actually founded in Seattle in 1925 by Bessie Gottsfield 


before she went onitmliew York, and its mission was to train the young 


Jewish women in order that they should be able to have an occupation, 


so they could stand on their own two feet no matter what life threw at 


them, that they would be able to earn a living as seamstresses or secretaries 


or as homemakers or as cooks or in any other type of profession, that 


the goal of American Mizrachi Women was to provide an education to Jewish 


women so that they would be able to earn a living. Nobody knows what 
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the future can bring, We all know that so many of our young women became 


widows and so many times it happened that their husbands disappeared because 


of the uncertain conditions in Europe and because of the uncertain conditions 


in Israel in the 1930's. Therefore, it was very important that a woman 


also would be able to earn a living in a dignified and proper way. 


I am reminded of the story they tell about a man who was walking along 


a beach when all of a sudden he found a bottle. He rubhed the bottle 


and out came a genie. The genie said, "I have been imprisoned in that 


bottle for 450 years, so I am going to give you one wish. Anything you 


want I am going to give you." The man who found the bottle said, "Well, 


I would like to be a success at something that no man has ever been successful 


at before. In fact, I would like to be successful al.wsomething that no 


man has ever even tried seriously." 'illie.genie,said, "Your wish is granted." 


Immediately he was turned into a housewife. Of course, American Mizrachi 


Women did not negate the values of the home. They wanted their women 


to also learn how to be good wives and learn how to take care of children' ,  


properly in order that they should have a good family, but they also wanted 


the young Jewish women to know how to take care of themselves, how to 


earn a living so that they Should never have to be thrown into a situation 


where they could only learn their living in a humiliating and a disgraceful 


way. 


They also, of course, wanted to make sure that the Jewish young women 


were connected to their tradition, that they knew who they were and what 


their identity was so that they would love their people and love themselves 


and be close to G-d and love G-d. I am reminded, too, of the story they 


tell about a rabbi who died and went to heaven. There he was met by Gabriel 
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at the gate and Gabriel said, "I am sorry. You cannot come in. You have 


to go below. There is no vacancy for you now." The rabbi said, "What, 


go below?" Gabriel said, "Yes, you have to go below and wait for a vacancy." 


All of a sudden, as he was turning to go, up cane a bus driver and Gabriel 


said, "Okay, go in." The rabbissaid, "What do you mean? You!re letting 


him in? You're not letting me in. I am a rabbi. I have tried to get 


people to love G-d all my life." Gabriel said, "Listen, I have looked 


at your records, and every time you get up to speak people fall asleep, 


but every time that bus driver puts his foot On the gas pedal, everybody 


says Shma Yisroel." 


We all know that it is important to know where you come from. It is important 


to be close to your people and to be close to G-d. We all know that American 


Mizrachi Women have always fought for Israel and for the rights of Israel 


even before Israel was created because we all know how much Israel means 


to each of us. Many times my gentile neighbors ask me, why does Israel 


mean so much to you? In fact, many times even Jews do not understand 


why Israel means so much to them, and I always look at them, and I give 


them an explianation which they can understand. I give them an explanation 


in their theological terms. It is not completely 100% accurate, but once 


I tell them about what Israel means in their theological terms they immediately 


understand and no longer question why Israel means so much to me, and 


why Israel means so much to all the Jewish people. I explain to them 


that the Holocaust was our crucifixiormand Israel is our resurrection. 


Yes, Israel means that G-d still cares for the Jewish people. Israel 


means that G-d still cares for the world. Israel means that G7.cl's promise 


to the Jewish people still stands film, that the world will berredeemed. 


When we support Israel we are supporting the redemption of all.mankind. 
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It is important that we support Israel to save Jewish lives, but we should 


also realize that it has a theological importance. Our support of Israel 


means that we believe that G-d is going to redeem the world, and that G-d 


has begun that process of redemption now, that G-d's promise stands, that 


G-d will fulfill His promise. That, of course, is why we in our heart of 


hearts, in our deep unconscious, know that we all have to support Israel. 


Israel also stands for the working of G-d in history. We can see G-d's 


finger working in history when we look at Israel. After all, Israel could 


never have been created unless 7 mighty empires were destroyed. Before 


the first World War it looked like it would be impossible to found Israel. 


How could 7 mighty empires be destroyed? Buththey were. First the Turkish 


Empire would have to be destroyed. After all, the Turks were not going 


to allow Israel to be an independent state in Palestine; they ruled it. 


The Turkish Empire had to be destroyed. The Russian Empire had to be destroyed. 


The Austro-Hungarian Empire had to be destroyed. The German Empire had 


to be destroyed. The Italian Empire had to be destroyed. The French Empire 


had to be destroyed, and the British Empire had to be destroyed. What an 


improbable set of circumstances! Also, if we look at the UN, the only thing 


that Russia and the United States ever agreed upon in the UN before the 


end of the Cold War was the creation of Israel in 1947. Stalin, that big 


anti-Semite, had his representative, Malatov, vote for Israel. What's more, 


it was Stalin who actually saved Israel in the War of Independence, Stalin, 


who personally hated 'Jews and wanted to kill us all and had already formulated 


a plan to kill all the Jews of Russia and if he would not have died, again, 


a remarkable thing, that plan would have been carried out in the next few 


months, but he died, and his plan was never carried out. Stalin, that great 


anti-Semite, because he hated the British so much and wanted to evict them 


from the Middle East, allowed the captured German arms that the Russian 
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army had stored in Czechlosovakia to be shipped to Israel. It was with 


these arms that we were able to beat back the Arab armies. What an irony 


of ironies that we won our independence because a big anti-Semite sent us 


German arms. 


Look what is happening in Russia today. Who would have ever thought that 


Communism would be banned in Russia, that the whole Russian Empire would 


collapse with only'lhe loss of three lives. Improbable! In fact, who would 


have ever thought that 400,000 Russian Jews would come out in just two years? 


If anybody watched PBS last Chanukah.they saw an unusual thing. The Lubavitcher 


movement, and I am not a Lubavitcher and not everything that Lubavitcher 


stands for or proposes do I .favor, although I think the Lubavitcher does 


good work, but ybu have to give the Lubavitcher credit for what they did 


last Chanukah. Last Chanukah they had to chutzpah to go up to the Kremlin 


and ask for the Hall of Congress, the place where the Communist party used 


to meet, and there on world wide television they had the menorah lit in 


the hall where the Communist party used to meet. Communism is dead in Russia, 


but Judaism lives. What a great symbol! What a great revelation that G-d's 


hand is still working in history. Israel, too, has special laws, special 


agricultural laws, which speak about holiness. We know that in the land 


of Israel the first three years of a fruit tree you cannot eat its fruit, 


and in the fourth year you have to take it up to Jerusalem and there you 


have to eat it while you are in a ritually clean state, and you have to 


eat in within the confines of Jerusalem. In the fifth year you can eat 


the fruit anyplace you want and you do not have to be ritually pure. The 


Chassidim look at this especially, although it is implied in all the sources, 


and they say that this stands for the five-levels of a human soul, that 


this story of the fruit of Eretz Yisroel stands for how we become holy. 
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According to the tradition the soul has five levels. It has Chaya, which 


is, of course, the basic level which even an animanhas. That is why you 


have to keep the laws of kashruth because when we eat meat we are taking 


a life, not a human life but still a life and we can only do it with G-d's 


permission. So Chaya is the animal nature of our soul. Then we have Nefesh, 


which stands for the mind. Then we have Ruach, which stands for direction. 


We can choose to use our talents in a good way or in a bad way. If we do 


not have direction we end up with riots and so forth like was in Los Angeles 


recently. Then you have Yecheedah, which stands for the.uniqueness of the 


individual and for our talents and how we have to develop them in the correct 


and proper way. Then we have Neshoma, which teaches us that we are all 


part of the world, that we have a piece of G-d within. Neshoma is the piece 


of G-d which is in each of us, that we all are holy because we haveJa piece 


of G-d in each of us. The Chassidim teach especially based upon these verses 


that the 3 bottom levels of the soul, the Chaya, the Nefesh, and the Ruach, 


stand for. Aseeya, Netzeera, and Breeah. They stand for doing things in 


the world, that we have to learn how to earn a living. We have to live. 


Chaya means to live. We have to earn a living. We have to learn skills 


to earn a living. Nefesh stands for the mind, to.develop our minds. We 


have to be creative. Thirdly, we have to have direction. The Ruach stands 


for direction, the third level of our soul, and we have to learn the right 


moral direction. Then we have Yecheedah, which stands for Atzeelus, which 


stands for the nobility we get when we learn how to act morally in the correct 


proper way, in which we develop our inner resources. That requires study 


and learning, but that is not the highest level. Just sitting in a Kolel 


and learning all the time is not thehhighest level in Judaism. Yes, it 


brings you to a higher state of G-dliness, but the highest state is to take 


this higher state of G-dliness and to go back into the world, to connect 
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yourself to the World, which the Neshoma is. Everybody has a Neshoma to 


connect yourself to G-d by connecting yourself to people by connecting yourself 


to your people, in thattsense, Keter, the highest level of the soul. That, 


of course, is what the American Mizrachi Women, AMIT Women, is trying to 


do and what they do in all their schools. They, first of all, teach a child, 


and, of course, now we teach both boys and girls, in our many, many high 


schools and are responsible for almost all .the religious vocational education 


in Israel. We have to teach a person a trade. We also have to develop 


their mind so they have more interests besides just the interest of how 


to earn a living. We have to give them the properFdirection, and then we 


have to develop their spiritual power. But that is not enough. We have 


to bring them back to our people. We have to connect. them to G-d and to 


Cla] Yisroel, and, of course, Mirachi Women have produced some of the greatest 


people in Israel. They should be proud of them. The Mayor of Yavneh is 


a graduate of Tfar:13atya. Many of the leaders in Israel have gone to AMIT 


Women schools because they have a sense that they have a responsibility 


to the community, to Clal Yisroel, a responsibility to G-d and to themselves 


and to Clal Yisroe], and they make wonderful, wonderful citizens. 


I am reminded of the story they tell about a woman in the late 1980's who 


decided to go to Eretz Yisroel and she, herself, was in her early 80's with 


white hair.andHa frail woman. She got on an El Al plane in New York and 


flew 11 hours to Eretz Yisroe]. All she had was 2.1ittle carry on bags. 


She took them off the plane, went out of the terminal, and there she saw 


a woman who spoke halting English, her maiden language was Hebrew, and she 


turned to her and said, "Would you like to share a cab because it would 


be cheaper to share a cab up to Jerusalem." The woman said, "Sure, come 


on with me." She came into a Sherut. In Israel they have these taxis which 
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are really big Mercedes Benz where 3 people sit ituthe back and they have 


a jump seat for 3 more people and one person sits in the front next to the 


driver. As she came to the cab a husky man in his 50's took her two little 


bags and threw up on the taxi and tied them down as if they were nothing. 


She got into the bab and sat next to the pregnant woman. Next to her was 


a woman from Scandinavia who could not really speak any English. Tn the 


jump seat in front there was a American who was going to Israel to study 


in yeshiva. Then there was a soldier who was sitting there who spoke mainly 


Hebrew, hardly any English, and then there was a businessman, a very stout 


man named Roff who was a diamond merchant. He had just gone to New York 


to sell his wares and he was sitting there. Then there was Gottlieb, the 


travel agent, sitting in the front seat. Gottlieb seized the initiative 


and turned to the pregnant woman and said, "How come you came to Israel?" 


The woman said half in Hebrew and half in Engtish, "Well, I was visiting 


my sister in New Jersey but I am an Isreali and I wanted my child to be 


born in Israel so I came here to make sure that my baby would be born in 


Israel." Then he turned to the Scandinavian woman and.said, "What ane you 


doing here?" She said, "Ya, ya," she could not understand English anyway 


or Hebrew. Then he turned to the yeshiva boker and asked him why he was 


there. He said, "Well, I am coming from New York to study in yeshiva in 


Yenushalayim." He turned to the soldier who said he was. visiting his brother 


in Los Angeles and had returned home to see his parents. They all glowered 


at him. He said, "No, Ho, I am not a Yoraiv. I plan to stay here in Israel." 


Then he turned to Roth and he said, "Well, I am a diamond merchant," and 


he spoke only in Hebrew because he could not really speak English, "and 


I Sold my wards in New York and now I am coming home." Gottlieb, the travel 


agent, introduced himself and then he turned to!bhe frail, white haired 


lady and said, "Safta, tell us about yourself." She says, "No, I'll skip 
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it." At that moment, the taxi lurched forward and she bumped her head against 


Roth sitting in the jump seat sitting in front of her. Gottlieb said, "Come, 


tell us. Everybody else told us." She said, MAll right, I'll tell you. 


I am a Holocaust surivivor and I am coming here to a reunion of Holocaust 


survivors from Poland." Gottlieb looked at her and said, "Oh, a school 


reunion." 	She grfinaced. She remembered the last time she was at a school. 


It is in 1942 in Loge when she, standing on a gray rainy day in the courtyard 


of a school, her husband, Mordechai, was separated from her and pushed to 


one side and She and her husband, AAron, and her little baby in arms was 


pubhed to another side. Aaron could not stand it and ran over to get his 


boy. He was immediately shot on the spot. Of.course, they took her baby 


from her. Miraculously, she survivdd the war and after the war she went 


to Philadelphia. Gottlieb noticed the grimace on her face. He said, "How 


come you're coming to the Holocaust survivor's reunion from the Jews of 


Poland?" She said, "Well, my son, Mordechai, was separated from me when 


he was only 10 years old, and I have never heaMi from him, and I am hoping 


that maybe I will find him at the Holocaust reunion of survivors." Roth 


heard that. He understood English; he just could not speak it, and he said, 


in Hebrew, "How will you find him? How could a boy. 10 years Old survive? 


Impossible!" Gottlieb translated that for Safta. He did not, though, want 


to sound a pessimistic note sbithe changed it a little bit. He said, "How 


will you recognize the boy? How will he recognize you? How will you find 


him? I am sure he will be there if he is in Israel, but how will you find 


him?" Safta opened up her bag and she took out a T-shirt and held it up. 


She said, "I know this is very American,"”but on the T-shirt was written, 


"I am Luba Sermock from Loge, Poland. I am looking for my son, Mordechai, 


born February 12, 1932." Gottlieb took the shirt and showed it to all the 


passengers. Then he turned around and showed it to the driver. Immediately 
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the taxi lurched forward. The driver pushed his foot against the brake. 


His jaw fell and a primeval cry came out from his mouth, "Mama, mama, mama." 


Luba had come to Israel looking for her past so she could have a future, 


and that is what American Mizrachi Women, AMIT Women, do in Israel. They 


give their children a feeling of the past so they can have a future. They 


train them in the latest technological techniques but they make sure they 


know who they are and where they are. They make sure that not only their 


Chaya is taken care of, that their physical skills are taken care of, not 


only are their minds taken care of, not only are they given a correct moral 


direction and not only is their soul, their spiritual side, developed, but 


they are also taught how to connect with their people, Israel, how to find 


themselves by being close to G-d and being close to the Jewish people. Their 


Neshoma is enlarged. Their Neshoma is brought forth, and that, of course, 


is why we are all so proud of AMIT Women. That is why we are all so proud 


of you for what you have done for AMIT Women, for what you have done for 


their children of Israel. Let us all hope and pray that you will continue 


to help and that others will continue to help and that the children of Israel 


will all be connected to each and to G-d because not only are they learning 


skills but they are learning how to use their. Neshoma and because they have 


learned the use their Neshoma, may the Geula come, the redemption come, 


quickly in our day. Amen. 








0/9 6 	For4\ts 
DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR AX HANDLE COMES FROM? HOW'S YOUR TACHLIS? 


There is a very wonderful instructive Medrash which tells how, at the time of creation, 


all the trees of the forest were up in arms when they heard that the Holy One, Blessed 


be He, had created iron, that deadly substance which could cleave through them all 


quickly and which could fell them all with just several successive blows. They 


quickly assembled and made their way before the Supreme Creator to register their 


protest. "Why have You created this substance?" they roared. "It will mean the 


destruction of all of us. How could You have done such a thing?" G-d quietly 


listened to their complaints and then retorted, "You have nothing to fear. If 


none of you will supply the wood for an ax handle the iron will be powerless against 


you." 


I have often thought of this Medrash since I have been in Israel. Of course, 
is 


its obvious meaning that if Jews work together and don't, because of jealousy or 


other reasons, lend a hand to their enemies their enemies will be powerless against 


them , but it has another meaning as well: the importance of knowing the basic 


relationship between thing. The trees didn't know their own relationship to the 


iron and, as a result, their fears were exaggerated. Unfortuntaely, I am afraid 


that we, too, in modern day America have failed to recognize the basic relationship 


between things. We have stressed way out of proportion esthetics, the sense of 


smell, shiny surfaces, and have, by so doing, seriously undermined such basic human 


needs as a feeling of community and family and a feeling of rootedness to the earth 


and nature. After all, the meat we eat comes from a smelly animal and the vegetables 


we consume come from the dirty ground. But what's worse, we have failed to provide 


some basic human services because we felt we just couldn't erect facilities which 


were not esthetically pleasing or which would not conform to certain external 


standards. We have forgotten the Jewish concept of Tachlis, that you should judge 


something by what it does or what it can do but never by just what it looks like. 


In Israel, up to now at least, there is a healthy appreciation of Tachlis. The basic 


relationship between things is still known. Many facilities don't look like much, 







but they do the job. Israel's hospitals can't compare in externals to the ones in 


the United States, but in what counts, infant mortality, life expectancy, etc., 


they, in many instances, have a better record than the United States. How's your 


Tachlis? Do you know where your ax handle comes from? 








4EE'laW ( 40 sec,k 
YOM HAAZT1MAUT & LAG B'OMER 


History has its ironies or quirks. Perhaps it would be better to say that G-d 


guides the world's destiny and within it His moving hand can be seen. The 


juxtaposition of the two Jewish semi-holidays which we celebrate this month 


clearly point in this direction - Yom Haatzmaut (or Israel Independence Day) 


and Lag B'Omer. Yom Haatzmaut, as I am sure you all know, is a very new Jewish 


holiday. It celebrates the phoenix-like rebirth of the Jewish State in 1948. 


Among Jews the world over this day has religious connotations. Among some 


religious circles this holiday is celebrated by reciting Hanel (the Jewish prayer 


of thanksgiving reserved for special holidays like Passover, Chanukah), and it 


is looked upon as signalling the first step toward the Messianic era, which in 


G-d's time will surely follow. Among other religious circles this holiday is 


looked on as a fulfillment of G-d's promise to Israel and a proof that G-d guides 


the Jewish people's destiny. 


It is interesting to note where in the Jewish calendar this holiday falls. It 


falls between Pesach and Shavuos, a time of semi-mourning, a time when no weddings 


are performed (except for two or three specially designated days, Rosh Chodesh 


and Lag B'Omer) and when personal merrymaking is held to a minimum. The reason 


for this mourning (at one time this period used to be a very joyous one) is the 


destruction of the last Jewish sovereign state (132-135 C.E.) and the great loss 


of life and havoc this wrought, especially to institutions of Jewish learning. 


Only Lag B'Omer, the 33rd day of this 49 day period, is a happy day. It was only 


on this day, our rabbis tell us, that Rabbi Akiva's pupils (24,000 of them, 


all of whom were fighting for Jewish independence) stopped dying. It was the 


loss of this short-lived independence and the ruthless suppression of this revolt 


which finally sealed the fate of the second Jewish commonwealth (much more than 


the destruction of the second Temple) and caused us to go into exile. 


Now with the establishment of the State of Israel, the results of the holiday of 


Lag B'Omer and the period it symbolizes are finally being reversed, and our days 







of sadness are being turned into days of joy. Let us hope and pray that this is 


so and will continue to be so, and that the coincidence of Israel Independence 


Day falling with the period of mourning for Israel's last independent state 


is no quirk of history but part of G-d's plan, and that surely G-d will, as we 


pray everyday in the Shmone Esre, remove from us every type of sadness and rule 


over us He, Himself, in kindness, mercy, and justice. 
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I've often wondered what makes the country Israel so special. Why is it such a sacred 


place to so many people? And why of all the spots in the world was it chosen to 


be the Promised Land? There are certainly other lands with more fertile soil or 


with more spectacular scenery and with richer mineral deposits, even with more 


desirable climates. Why should this land of all the lands in the world have come 


to symbolize the holy, the sacred, the pure in the world? It couldn't have been 


because in ancient times this was the choicest of all lands. After all, in the 


ancient world Egypt was much more fertile, Greece much more scenic, and Turkey 


much richer in mineral deposits. What was it and is it that gives it its special 


character? 


This question especially struck me during a tour Juliette and I took from Kiryat 


Ovo to the Golan Heights. We passed through most of the different regions of Israel, 


the Sharon, part of the hills of Shemron, the Jezred Valley, the Beit Sheam Valley, 


Lake Kinneret, Eastern Gallilee, the Shula, Upper Gallilee, and the Golan Heights. 


What was it, I thought, that made all these different regions and, in fact, all the 


other regions we've visited in Israel the Holy Land? It couldn't have been because 


all the tilled land we saw was green. There are lots of lands that are just as 


green? And Indiana, Illinois, or Iowa are much lusher agriculturally. 


After some consideration, it seemed to me that what makes this land the Holy Land 


is not the fact that the tilled fields I saw were lush and green, but the fact 


that the field which Israelis had not yet had a chance to cultivate were yellow 


and lifeless. This, I believe, is the answer to the secret of why this is the 


Holy Land. This land is different from most other lands. In most other lands 


nature, itself, produces lushness, but in Israel this is not so. Everything is 


here but either not at the right or in the right place. There is a lot of water in 


the north but not in the south. It rains hard for six months but then not at all 


for six months. Soils need to be mixed, etc. Everything is here but man has to 


look, study, and work to make sure that everything is balanced. When he does that 







then he is blessed with lushness, rich harvests, and the good life. But if man 


doesn't balance what is here then the land becomes barren and lifeless. 


This, of course, is the secret of the holy, of the pure. Man, too, within himself 


has everything he needs. He just has to learn how to balance it, how to apply 


and use all the varying drives, thoughts, emotions, abilities, talents, and responsibilieis 


that he has within him. If he does this then he, too, will be blessed with the good, 


the holy, the pure life. If he doesn't then he, like the barren land I saw, will 


be cursed, filled with hopelessness, despair, and, to all intents and purposes, 


become lifeless. Are you holy? How's your balance? 





